
Bakersfield City School District' s mission is to educate  
all students at the highest levels of academic  excellence 
to become collaborative, creative and  critical thinkers.

https://go.bcsd.com/w9

DISTRICT GOALS

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
Establish a culture of high quality teaching and learning  
through individual and collective accountability with  
high expectations for all students.

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING
Ensure a safe, healthy, and secure environment for all  
students, parents, guardians and employees.

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
(FACE)
Ensure all parents and community embers 
are  welcomed and engaged in the learning 
process.

BCSD CORE PRIORITIES

Our vision in Bakersfield City School District is to be the  
model of educational excellence, equity and innovation.

GATE Program
Data & Assessment                
1300 Baker Street

Bakersfield, CA 93305
661 - 631 - 4880

Nomination forms and additional  info 
can be found at the District  website 

at:  
https:/go.bcsd.com/w9

The Bakersfield City School District (BCSD) is committed to equal opportunity for all individuals 
in education and in employment. BCSD prohibits discrimination, harassment, intimidation, and 
bullying in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on the basis 
and/or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived 
characteristics of age, ethnicity or race, which is inclusive of traits historically associated with 
race, including but not limited to, hair texture and protective hairstyles, such as braids, locks, 
and twists, color, ancestry, nationality, national origin, immigration status, ethnic group 
identifications, religion, pregnancy, marital status, parental status, physical disability, mental 
disability, sex (including sexual harassment), sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, 
gender expression, medical information, genetic information, homelessness, foster status, 
military veteran status, political affiliation or any other basis prohibited by California state and 
federal nondiscrimination laws consistent with Education Code 200, 220 and 234.1, Penal Code 
422.55, Government Code 11135, and Title IX. Not all bases of discrimination will apply to both 
education services and employment.  If you believe you, or your student, have been subjected 
to discrimination, harassment, intimidation, or bullying you should contact your school site 
principal and/or the District’s Chief Compliance and Title IX Officer, Erin Johnston, by phone at 
(661) 631-4663, by email at johnstone@bcsd.com, or in person at 1300 Baker Street, 
Bakersfield, CA 93305. Copies of BCSD’s Uniform Complaint policy, Sexual Harassment policy, 
and Nondiscrimination policies are available upon request.

ELEMENTARY GATE

JUNIOR HIGH/MIDDLE SCHOOL GATE

Two full-time elementary educational options are  
available to meet the needs of gifted and talented  
children:

Bessie Owens Primary School (grades 2-3) and Bessie  
Owens Intermediate School (grades 4-6).

⬥ The full-time GATE programs provide an enriched  
science and technology curriculum allowing 
students to interact with their peers on a daily 
basis.

⬥ Students can also choose to remain at their school  
site where they will receive differentiated 
instruction  from their teacher.

Students participating in the full-time GATE program  
have the opportunity to continue the full-time GATE  
program in the 7th and 8th grade at Stiern Middle  
School or Chipman Junior High.  

All other junior high/middle school students receive  
GATE/Honors instruction at their neighborhood school.  
The program includes differentiated instruction in the  
core curricula: English/Reading Language Arts,  
History/Social Sciences, and 
Mathematics.Additionally, Fine Arts and service 
learning  opportunities are offered.

PRIORITY 1
A Culture of Collective Efficacy

We believe in the collective capacity of our staff and the ability  of 
staff at each school to positively affect student achievement.

PRIORITY 2
A Culture of Teaching and Learning

We believe grade level mastery of content standards (Language,  
Literacy, Mathematics and the Sciences) are critical for college  
and career readiness.

PRIORITY 3
A Culture of Student Centered Schools

We believe in the power of relationships, the importance of 
teaching  self awareness and self management techniques 
leading to  responsible decision making to support the 
development of the  whole child to compete in our global 
economy.

PRIORITY 4
A Culture of Access and Inclusion to Ensure a Multi-Tiered  

System of Supports for All Learners
We believe implementing a coherent system is vital to meet the  
academic, behavioral and social emotional needs of all students.

http://go.bcsd.com/w9


WHO ARE THE GIFTED AND TALENTED

Gifted and talented students are those identified  through 
the use of valid multiple assessments/sources  and found 
to have outstanding abilities and talents.
They exhibit high performance capabilities and  talents. 
Outstanding gifts and abilities are present in  students 
from all cultures, across all economic strata  and in all 
areas of human endeavor.

GATE CHARACTERISTICS

Unusual alertness, even in infancy
Rapid learner; puts thoughts  
together quickly

Excellent memory
Unusually large vocabulary and  
complex sentence structure for age
Enjoys solving problems  Asks 

probing questions

Interest in experimenting and  
doing things differently

Desire to organize people/things  
through games or complex  schemas

Vivid Imaginations

A parent's guide to gifted children (2007)

HOW ARE STUDENTS IDENTIFIED?

The screening process to identify students takes place each 
year. The deadline to submit a Nomination Form is      
December 11th.

A Nomination Form may be completed by the teacher,  
principal or parent.

With parent consent, students are administered a  
cognitive abilities test (CogAT) at the next test  
administration.

A Committee determines eligibility based on the  
CogAT score, in addition to local achievement data.

Parents are notified by mail of eligibility determination  in 
March.

DIFFERENTIATED CURRICULUM

Instructional approaches which offer a wide variety of  uniquely 
different experiences appropriate to GATE  students are utilized 
at all levels. All students experience  the District’s Core 
Curriculum which is based on the  Common Core Standards. The 
GATE program offers  differentiation, which means an 
adjustment of curriculum  and instruction by using one or more 
of the following  dimensions:

ACCELERATION/PACING: The student moves more rapidly  through 
a particular curricular sequence. This may occur  through self-pacing 
or in a class or course for a higher age  or grade.

DEPTH: Depth is elaboration. The student pursues a topic  to a 
greater level of understanding. The student examines  topics by 
determining the facts, concepts, generalizations,  principles, and 
theories related to them.

COMPLEXITY: Complexity is extending the content to the  study of 
issues, problems, and themes. The student relates  concepts and 
ideas at a more sophisticated level; sees  associations among 
diverse subjects, topics, or levels; finds  multiple solutions to 
problems; and analyzes and evaluates  solutions from several 
points of view.

NOVELTY: Novelty is primarily student initiated. The  student is 
encouraged to seek original interpretations,  reinterpretations, 
or restatements of existing information.  The student 
approaches areas of study in personalized,  individualistic and 
non-traditional ways.

Source: “Differentiation the Core Curriculum and Instruction to Provide Advanced  Learning 
Opportunities,” California Department of Education Association for the  Gifted, 1994

TEACHER CERTIFICATION

Many teachers have earned GATE Certification through  
university course work, the California Associations of  the 
Gifted, or the Bakersfield City School District  certification 
program. GATE teachers possess the  following competencies:

⬥Knowledge and valuing of the origins and nature of  high 
levels of intelligence, including creative  expressions of 
intelligence.

⬥A knowledge and understanding of the cognitive,  social, 
and emotional characteristics.

⬥An ability to develop an advanced curriculum  appropriate 
to meeting the unique intellectual and emotional needs 
and interests of gifted and talented  students.

⬥An ability to create an environment in which gifted  and talented 
students will feel challenged and safe  to explore and express 
their uniqueness.

DISTRICT TRANSFERS

Students who have qualified for the GATE program who  
reside in the Bakersfield City School District may attend  
the full time GATE program with an intra-district  transfer. 
Transfers may be obtained from the Student  Services 
Department. Students who reside in another  school 
district may attend with an inter-district transfer  initiated 
at their school district. For more information,  please call 
the GATE program at (661) 631-4880.


